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Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Universe.
“They ask you (O Mohammed) about the new moons. Say: these are signs to mark fixed periods of time for mankind and for the pilgrimage…”               Surat Al-Baqarah (2:189)
Allah (SWT) says in Surat Al-Imran (3:103): 
 

“And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah, and be not divided among yourselves…”
 
Division within the Muslims is indeed one of the greatest dangers to our Ummah.  This disruption causes disunity, animosity, hatred, slandering, backbiting, boycotting and departing from one another; weakening the Ummah and opening the door for our enemies.  This kind of destruction dismantles our Ummah, what Allah (SWT) has described as the best of all nations.  And all these are from among the great sins prohibited by Allah (SWT) and His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam).  And being united, gathering together in unison, under one body, is the greatest force that strengthens the Muslim Ummah.  
 
The issue of entering into the month of Ramadan has caused a lot of endless arguments, and time spent in extensive research, in trying to prove theories and opinions.  From these opinions there are some who follow the moon sighting in Makkah, some who follow the sighting of the closest Islamic country, some who follow any Islamic country, and some who follow local sighting. 
 
What is the solution?  What is the solution under the absence of the Islamic Khilafa or leadership, which gathers the people under one opinion?  What is the solution when people are far away from practicing the Sunnah of Rasoolullah?  What is the closest opinion we should follow under this kind of differentiation?  The answer my dear brothers and sisters, is very simple.  But we choose to make it difficult.
 
This is a crucial matter especially now, when one of the largest Islamic organizations in the United States has announced that Ramadan will begin and end at a certain time, according to astronomical calculations.  This opinion which was released to the public at least one month before Ramadan, caused a serious fitnah within the Muslims in the America.  There are enough problems going on in the Muslim world today, why should we increase them and be against one another? 
 
In the early generations Muslims used the stars, moon and sun for the purpose of guidance and direction.  However, they never used or depended on astronomical calculations for determining when to start any acts of worship.  This was not due to any doubts in the astronomical calculation system, but due to the laws of the Shari’ah Islamiyyah (The Islamic Law) and the order of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam).  The Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam) in many authentic ahadith related that the lunar months were indicated by a visual sighting of the hilal (crescent)
 
In a hadith related by Ibn Omar (radiy Allahu anhumma):
 
· Do not fast until you see the new moon, and do not stop fasting until you see it, and if it is concealed by clouds them count out (the thirty days of Sha'baan ) for it. 
Al-Bukhaaree (1906) and Muslim (1080).
 
In another narration: 
 
· He (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam) also said: "Do not fast until you have seen the moon, and if it is concealed by clouds then complete thirty days." 
Al-Bukhaaree (1907)
 
In another hadith from Abu Huraira (radiy Allahu anhu):
 
· "Fast when it (the moon) is seen, and cease fasting when it is seen, 
so if is concealed by clouds then complete thirty days of Sha'baan. " 
Al-Bukhaaree (1909) 
 
It is clear from these ahadith that visual sighting should be used, and we are obligated to follow what Allah prescribed to us through His Prophet.  Thus the moon sighting becomes an act of worship, from which Islamic rules and regulations are built from.  Allah has made the religion easy, with signs all around us for everyone to know.  He made the setting of the sun the sign for the beginning of Maghrib and the end of ‘Asr, and the disappearance of the red glow in the sky the sign of the beginning of the time of ‘Isha’. He made the sighting of the moon after its disappearance at the end of the month the sign of the beginning of the new lunar month and the end of the previous month. 
 
Ibn Omar (radiy Allahu anhumma) related that Prophet Mohammed (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam) said:
 
· "We are an illiterate nation that neither writes nor calculates 
(i.e. using astronomical calculations). The month is either like this, or this. Meaning: Sometimes it is of twenty nine days, and sometimes it is of thirty." 
Al-Bukhaaree (1930)
 
We are not going into the explanation of these ahadith, or what the scholars have said about them.  But the important thing to remember here is that if Muslims have differentiation on a certain issue, they should go back to the judge, and that is the Qur’an and Sunnah.    
 
Allah (SWT) the All-Knowing and All-Wise, knew what advances His creation would make in astronomy and science; but He still said in Surat Al-Baqarah (2:185):
                                                   
· “So whoever of you (sights the crescent on the first night of) the month, he must observe Saum (fasts)…” 

 
The ayah is clearly speaking about visual sighting and not calculations.  In fact astronomical calculations were known to the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam), for the Egyptians used it for 3000 years before the Prophet.  And after knowing this the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam) still did not approve it for marking the beginning and ending of the lunar months.  
 
Allah (SWT) says in Surat An-Nisaa (4:115):
 
· “And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after the right path has been shown clearly to him, and follows other than the believers way. We shall keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell - what an evil destination.” 

 
The Prophet, the Sahaba, and the Tabi’een all used visual sighting, not calculations.  It is better for us to follow the way of the Salaf in all religious matters.  We see the fitnah between the Muslim Ummah right now and the problems that spawned from this organization’s decision.  In seeking a solution for this problem we should go back to what Allah (SWT) says in Surat An-Nisaa (4:59):
 
        “O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger (SAW), if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final determination.”
 
So the solution is between our hands, between the pages of the Qur’an and between the pages of Bukhaaree and Muslim and other books of hadith.  Why are we using astronomical calculations when the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam) specifically ordered us not to do so?  For our desires or our convenience?  Our religion is not made to follow our desires and convenience.  
 
 
 
Allah (SWT) says in Surat Al-Hashr (59:7):
 
· “And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain from it, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Severe in punishment.” 

 
In an effort to resolve this problem, my humble opinion is for the Islamic centers, individuals from every city or state, to go and sight the moon themselves.  Or, cooperate with local Masajid and practice the Sunnah of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam).  This is the best solution, when we start to practice the forgotten Sunan (Traditions and teachings of Prophet Mohammed).  It is not in our best interest to abandon any Sunan, especially one of the easiest Sunan to practice, such as sighting the moon.  And this type of Sunnah is a Sunnah of Shari’ah and Sunnah of Aqeedah.  Moon sighting is an act of worship, and worship is the mission of this dunya.  
 
My dear brothers and sisters, our Ummah faces enough problems and disputes.  Let us be united and go back to Allah (SWT) and His Messenger (sallAllahu alayhi wasallam).  This life is very short, too short to follow our desires.  And with Allah lies all success.  May Allah protect us and all the Muslims from tribulations; Ameen.  Be with Allah and Allah will be with you.  
 
Allah (SWT) knows best.
 
